We live in a paradoxical time. A time of vertiginous mutations produced by globalization, the society of consumption and the society of information. But also a time of stagnation, frozen in the impossibility of thinking social, radical transformation. -Boaventura de Sousa Santos
The September 11 attacks were a monstrous calling card from a world gone horribly wrong.
-Arundhati Roy
Scene 1: In a seminar as part of the International Doctoral Program at the Siegen University in Germany, a group of German and Brazilian students had as a debate theme-globalization. Concerned that the linguistic factor might impede communication I proposed that, to initiate the reflection, each one of the participants write down some ideas about the theme based on their experiences. Upon opening the debate, various German students presented their annotations, stressing in their presentations positive aspects such as access to goods produced in other parts of the world, communication with people from other cultures and nations, and the possibility of travel. Given the silence of the Brazilian group, I asked for the reason. I thought that maybe they had not understood the exercise itself. They said this was not the case and as they began to speak I realized that the reason for their silence was the difference in points of view. For them New Social Contract in a Latin American Context globalization was associated with job instability and the maintenance of unequal relations between class and countries.
Scene 2: On the campus grounds of the University of California in Los Angeles (UCLA), among the tables, a cigarette butt lay burning. A young woman who was reading while drinking her coffee complained about the smoke. She said it would be good if it could be put out and maybe even removed from there. The young man, who was conversing with a female friend, at the table at the side, did not hide his irritation at the request and grudgingly crushed what was left of the cigarette with the point of his shoe. He commented something to his friend, took his motorcycle helmet, and went away, but not without first casting an angry glance and showing the finger in a sign of contempt. The woman who was reading, if she saw anything, made as if it had nothing to do with her. Some time later, she looked at that cigarette butt as something that was definitely out of place. Important to say that she was an Anglo-American, blond student. He was an Arab type accompanied by maybe a Korean or Chinese girlfriend. Completing almost a triangle, in the other corner there was a couple of Latino students. The incident, as mentioned earlier, took place at UCLA, where, as in the majority of the large universities of the First World, there is a large contingent of foreign students.
These relatively common scenes contain important ingredients for comprehending what is going on in the world. Much of what is discussed about globalization and about the current conflicts is revealed in that classroom and around that cigarette butt. Facts such as these, from daily life, permit the comprehension that globalization is not something that happens out there, with others or with the economy. It has to do with each person's daily life and conditions educational practices. I intend to use the relation between these facts and the theoretical discussions as an exercise in learning how to read the world, somewhat in the way that Paulo Freire taught: the world being opened up into themes and these becoming denser based on the experienced reality.
Using the language of photography, this introductory essay seeks to capture some of the moments that represent important movements of the scenario in which education is developed today. I begin with a reflection about some of the overlapping themes in the discussion about globalization, covering the dimensions of politics, culture, and knowledge. I then move on to the issue of gender, which is not easily understood within one or all of the prior discussions although it is present in them. The same goes for racial, class, and religious issues,
